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bottle of ordinaire was a shilling; in some places
tenpence. In these smaller places any of the
usual liqueurs was sixpence. The ordinary
brands of cigarette were threepence for ten, and
good Turkish were sixpence for ten. One
shilling would admit you to the Promenade
Concerts or to the pit of a music-hall, which
mostly had a bill of sixteen or eighteen turns,
twelve of them "stars." After the show you
could get a bottle of beer of one of the famous
brands for threepence, or a proprietary whisky
for fourpence. And even if you had two or three
you still would not, at the end of the evening,
have spent six shillings.
That is what poor young men could get in
those days. The well-to-do must have had real
trouble in spending their money, for even in the
best restaurants five pounds went somewhat
laggingly. The duty on wine was then much
lower, and though the best restaurants put the
best price on wines which were cheaper in the
smaller places, they were still asking the sort
of price now asked by secpnd- and third-rate
places. I have just looked at a wine-list of 1912,
In it I find a Dow's port of 1884, at eighty-eight
shillings a dozen; a Clos de Vougeot of 1894, at
sixty-three shillings a dozen; a Chateau Lafite
of 1890, at forty shillings a dozen; and of the
Moselles, the princesses of the wine realm, a
Berncastler Doktor of 1907 at fifty-eight shillings